
  

OCTOBER 2019 NEWSLETTER 

GREETINGS – One of the advantages of my 

position as Historian of the Western Monroe 

Historical Society is the variety of projects I get to 

work on. There is never a dull moment. 

As you will read later in this newsletter, I am 

currently working on the Morgan-Manning House 

collection with a group of college students, who are 

taking the Museum Internship course I am teaching 

this Fall.  

I also regularly try to (re)connect with Dayton & 

Susan Morgan’s descendants in order to learn as 

many details as possible about the lives of the 

Morgan children. I am now in touch via email with 

Nancy Benner, Gladys Morgan Knight’s only 

granddaughter. She lives in Delaware in a house 

filled with family portraits, including Dayton S. 

Morgan and Susan Morgan’s grandparents, William 

and Susan (Tuller) Peters. We have already 

exchanged many of Gladys’ photographs. I look 

forward to pursuing our conversation, albeit on line. 

More recently, I had the great pleasure of 

spending a morning in the company of Jocelyn 

(Garlock) Rowley at the cottage her grandfather, 

Gifford Morgan, owned across from the Yacht club 

on the shore of Lake Ontario. 

 
What a treat it was to discover the summer 

cottages the Morgan family—not only Gifford, but 

also Sara Morgan Manning, who had one built near 

her brother’s— owned by the lake. Each summer, 

both Gifford and Sara used to spend several weeks in 

their cottage, from which they could go sailing with 

family and friends or where they could simply enjoy 

the peace and quiet of this exquisite location. These 

cottages, now owned by Jocelyn’s family, contain 

fascinating family memorabilia, such as photographs 

of the area taken by Arnold Manning, Sara’s son. 

 
I will continue these conversations with Nancy 

and Jocelyn, who are eager to share their family 

memories, stories that are now part of the Morgan-

Manning House archives. Feel free to contact me 

(mmmhistorian@gmail.com) if you are eager to learn 

more about my recent family discoveries. 

Rozenn Bailleul-LeSuer, Historian 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK – When you 

are in the midst of working to set up a fund raising, 

activity a certain amount of skepticism among the 

workers comes to light.  Is all this work worth the 

outcome we are most likely to achieve? There are 

halfhearted pledges to write a check from the 

personal accounts of volunteers to cover the profit of 

the event so we would not have to do the work! 

But when the day arrives and the activities are in 

full swing it all becomes worth it. People have a 

good time while contributing to the coffers of the 

Gifford Morgan’s cottage circa 1900 

Sara’s 

cottage today 



Society. With the help of lots of volunteers, we hope 

to continue to host the types of community-based 

events we have become known for. 

Peddlers Market on September 7 was a 

success. The lawn around the House was covered by 

vendors selling their wares. The Carriage House was 

packed with bargains and we had a brisk business 

selling food and drinks. This event has been held for 

many, many years and it looks as if it will be a viable 

fundraiser for years to come. 

 
The Fine Art Show and Sale was held on 

September 27
 
and 28. The last show we sponsored 

occurred 6 years ago. We can thank Alicia Fink for 

her work to bring this event together. Again, many 

volunteers work countless hours setting up and 

running this highly successful show. The Carriage 

House was decorated, luminaries lit the driveway, 

our carriage became a centerpiece and well over one 

hundred people were in attendance. 

 
Thanks to all who helped bring these great 

fundraisers together and make them a success. Now 

we have a “breather” until Candlelight Christmas. 

Gordon Fox, President 

MUSEUM INTERNSHIP COURSE AT THE 

MMH – This Autumn, thanks to an initiative of the 

Anthropology Department at the College of 

Brockport, I have the chance to teach a Museum 

Internship course, during which seven students will 

receive practical training in collection management, 

museum education, and archival practices. In the 

next newsletters, you will hear from these new 

recruits and discover what specific projects they 

chose to focus on. This month, meet Lyndsey 

Richards (who, as you may remember, had already 

worked with me during the Spring 2019 semester) 

and Christopher Vidler: 

 

 “My name is Lyndsey 

Richards and I am a 

returning graduate intern 

to the Morgan-Manning 

House. I graduated with 

my bachelor’s in history in 

2018, and now I am in 

my final year of the public history master’s track at 

The College at Brockport. I chose to take Dr. 

Bailleul-LeSuer’s Anthropology 562: Museum 

Internship class because I wanted to continue the 

work that I had started at the MMH the previous 

semester. I had also established a fruitful, 

professional relationship between myself, Dr. 

Bailleul-LeSuer, and the Society that I wanted to 

continue by taking her class. This semester I am 

working with The House’s book collection. My goals 

for the project are to update the catalog to 

accommodate new books that may not have been 

accounted for, and to create a new system by which 

The House can definitively keep track of the specific 

books it has. My thanks go to Dr. Bailleul-LeSuer 

and the Morgan-Manning House for allowing me to 

continue in a museum I have grown very fond of.” 

 “Hello, my name is 

Christopher Vidler. I am 

a junior at The College at 

Brockport, currently 

pursuing a Bachelor of 

Science in Anthropology, 

with a minor in Public   
History. I intend to go to graduate school to further 

my education in the area of Archaeology, which I 

hope to make a career out of. I am working in the 

Western Monroe Historical Society so that I may 

better understand the processes of preservation and 

documentation of artifacts. This experience will 

hopefully enrich my ability to work in the field and 



make communication and cooperation with 

colleagues in a museum environment easier. With 

that in mind, I have undertaken the task of recording 

and researching the contents of the Carriage House. 

Over the past few weeks, I have been photographing 

objects within the Carriage House and reading 

historical documents regarding its construction and 

restoration to familiarize myself with the space and 

its history. Additionally, I have been looking into the 

manufacture and use of the tools on the upper floor 

in the hopes of gleaning some insight into the 

activities of the Morgan-Manning family within the 

carriage house, particularly Arnold, who worked in 

there often.” 

TRANSFER OF PAINTINGS FROM MMH TO 

CAPEN HOSE – You will soon notice new faces on 

the south wall of the 1
st
 floor hallway. Until recently, 

you could have admired the portraits of Mr. & Mrs. 

Joslyn, Susan Morgan’s parents, as well as the bright 

faces of Mr. & Mrs. Capen. While not related to the 

Morgans, Franklin and DeEtte Capen were 

prominent members of the Village of Brockport. As 

recorded in Eunice Chesnut’s Encyclopedia of 

Brockport Vol I, “Franklin (1835-1898) established a 

shoe factory which later merged with the Moore 

Shafer Shoe Company. He also established the 

Brockport Piano Company in 1893. He was the 

President (now called Mayor) of Brockport for four 

terms and, in 1870-71, the Supervisor of Sweden.” 

As we are reorganizing many of the artifacts on 

display in the House, the Curatorial Committee 

unanimously decided to offer the Capen portraits to 

the Capen Hose Company #4 Fire Museum, a gift 

immediately accepted by their board members. 

Located at 237 Main Street, this Fire Company was 

founded in 1889 in part with funds given by Franklin 

Capen. It is now home to the Fire Museum, a real 

gem in the community maintained by a group of 

firefighters and dedicated volunteers. A small 

ceremony was organized on September 26 by Norm 

Knapp, trustee of the Fire Museum, to acknowledge 

the transfer of the Capen portraits from the Morgan-

Manning House to their new abode. Donald (Don) 

Ennis, President of the Capen Hose Company and 

Fire Museum, was very happy to say that these 

portraits will feature prominently in their collection. 

 
From left to right: Gordy Fox presenting the Capen 

portraits to Donald Ennis, President of the Capen Hose 

Company and Fire Museum. 

If you are interested in visiting this amazing 

collection of fire trucks, hand and steam pumpers, 

and many more artifacts tied to the Brockport fire 

stations, feel free to call Don at 637-5086 or Diana at 

637-8719 to schedule a tour. 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS AND EXHIBIT: 

 Wednesday, October 23 – Conversations on 

Victorian Chemistry presented by BoB LeSuer and 

Carly Reed, Chemistry professors at the College at 

Brockport. 

The Victorian era was rich with chemical 

discoveries, not least of which was the development 

of the iconic periodic table. In this program, we will 

hear from Dimitri Mendeleev, the chemist 

recognized as the father of periodic law, and Marie 

Curie, who discovered two new elements and 

devoted her life to the study of radioactivity, a 

concept wholeheartedly rejected by Mendeleev. 

  

Conversations on Victorian Chemistry is modeled 

after Jane Marcet’s 1806 textbook, which was 

intended to introduce girls to the world of science, 

but had a much broader impact due to the interactive 

conversational approach used. 



(PS: An extra cupcake to all those who can explain 

why October 23 is also known as Mole Day!) 

 Monday & Tuesday, October 28 and 29 – The 

Morgan-Manning House will be open from 6 to 

8pm, as a special exhibition on Victorian 

Deathways will be on display in the Red Reception 

Room and the Library. This exhibition, designed, 

curated, and guided by students of the Genesee 

Community College (GCC) under Derek 

Maxfield’s guidance, will feature funerary 

paraphernalia of the Victorian period, including a 

cooling table, a glass casket, as well hair wreaths and 

jewelry. It will illustrate how Victorians used 

material goods to support their values surrounding 

death and how that changed over the course of the 

19th century. Here are a few of the objects included 

in the exhibition: 

 

 
Glass casket from the Waterloo Library & Historical 

Society and collection of artifacts from the Emily L. Knapp 

Museum and the Morgan-Manning House. Photos 

courtesy of GCC. 

This exhibit is offered in conjunction with the 

following program: 

 Wednesday, October 30 – Dying on Script: 

Changing Victorian Deathways in 19
th
 century 

America presented by Derek Maxfield, History 

professor at GCC and Trustee of the Society. 

The Victorians were an eccentric lot who, through 

the first half of the 19th century, could romanticize 

anything – even death. They made rules about how to 

die properly, insisted upon proper attire for not only 

observing a death but anticipating and dressing the 

deceased properly. They kept souvenirs of the dead 

to remember their loved ones. But after the Civil War 

the Victorians changed and the way they treated 

death changed as the Civil War, Industrial 

Revolution, and Consumer Revolution molded their 

sensibilities. 

These programs on October 23 and 30 will start at 

7pm. They are free and open to the public. The 

WMHS invites everyone to stay for refreshments 

after the presentations. 

INTERESTED IN NEEDLEWORK? Come and 

join the Morgan-Manning Quilters and Needle 

Workers. They get together to sew and chat on the 1
st
 

and 3
rd

 Wednesdays of the month (except holidays), 

from 10 to 1, at the Morgan-Manning House. In case 

an event is scheduled, they meet instead at the 

Seymour Library. Stay for lunch as they gather in the 

beautiful Victorian Dining Room to eat. If you know 

how to quilt and/or enjoy to crochet, knot, 

needlepoint, tat, etc., they will be delighted to have 

you join in to work on your project.  

Feel free to contact Ann Dudek 

(adudek1696@gmail.com), Faye Leverenz 

(iolalola@hotmail.com), or Linda Becker 

(lbecker6@rochester.rr.com) for more information. 

 

THANK YOU to: 

 Eugene C. Korber for his donation in 

memory of Janie W. Korber. 

 Chris Mazzarella for her donation in 

memory of Scott Rightmyer.

Crazy Quilt from the  

MMH Collection 



 

OCTOBER CALENDAR 

Oct 2 – Wed – 10am – Quilters 

Oct 8 – Tues – 7pm – Board Meeting 

Oct 16 – Wed – 10am – Quilters 

Oct 22 – Tues – 10am – Spinners 

Oct 23 – Wed – 7pm – Program: Conversations on Victorian Chemistry presented by BoB LeSuer and Carly Reed. 

Oct 28-29 – Mon & Tues – 6-8pm – Open doors at the Morgan-Manning House to see the special exhibit accompanying 

October 30’s program. 

Oct 30 – Wed – 7pm – Program: Dying on Script: Changing Victorian Deathways in 19
th
 Century America presented by 

Derek Maxfield. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Nov 19 – Tues – 7pm - Program: Happy 200th Birthday, Dayton Morgan presented by our Historian, Rozenn Bailleul-

LeSuer. 

 

Dec 6 & 7 – Friday and Saturday – Candlelight Christmas. Check website for more information. 

Dec 8 – Sun – 3-5pm – Pictures with Santa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

The Western Monroe Historical Society is committed to educating the community and future generations on the history of the 

Morgan-Manning House, celebrating our heritage, and preserving this local landmark that is listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places. 

 
Western Monroe Historical Society - Morgan Manning House 

151 Main Street, Brockport, NY 14420-1909 

Office Hours Monday-Friday 9:30 am to 1:30 pm  585-637-3645 

www.morganmanninghouse.org     E-mail: morganmanninghouse@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/pages/Western-Monroe-Historical-Society 

  

http://www.morganmanninghouse.org/
mailto:morganmanninghouse@frontiernet.net


Western Monroe Historical Society 

Morgan-Manning House 

151 Main Street 

Brockport, NY 14420-1909 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These fine businesses in the Brockport area are supporters of the Western Monroe Historical Society. We encourage you 

to patronize them. 

 

 

Arjuna Florist and Design Shoppe 

Bateman Orthodontics - Dr. Bateman 

Bittersweet 

Brad's Northside Service 

Brockport Animal Hospital 

Brockport Auxiliary 

Brockport Custom Carpet 

Brockport Optometry - Dr. Raff 

Carriage Place & Antique Co-op 

Country Treasures 

Dunn's Furnishings, Inc. 

58 Main BBQ & Brew 

Five Star Bank 

Fowler Funeral Home, Inc. 

Hurd Orchards 

Kirby's Farm Market 

Klafehn Heise & Johnson, PLLC 

Lift Bridge Book Shop 

Mahan Discount Liquor & Wine, Inc. 

Oakes Tree Service  

Red Bird Cafe & Gift Shoppe 

RE/MAX Titanium, LLC 

Robb Farms 

Salmon Creek Nursery 

Sara's Garden Center 

Seaward Candies 

Strong West – Brockport 

The Victorian Bed & Breakfast 

The White Farm Bed & Breakfast 

Thomas E. Burger Funeral Home 

Maxwell Thaney, DDS - Brockport Smiles 

Westside News Inc.   
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